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Creation/Origin Myth

Writing Assignment
Think of a natural phenomenon that you could explain. Pick one natural phenomenon and create a myth that explains how this phenomenon was created or why it acts the way it does. Remember, most origin myths have two functions:

1. Explains how something was created (its origin) or why it is the way it is.

2. Teaches us a life lesson (has a theme).
Native American origin myths also have the following elements in common:
Think back to the myths we have read in class as an example of what a good myth does.  Write an original creation myth following the writing process. Be sure to include all the elements of a myth: characters, setting, conflict, plot, resolution, and theme. You also have to include: anthropomorphized animals and 2 common elements (archetypes—savior character, Old Man, Old Woman, trickster (shapeshifter), water, water animals, natural elements like water, earth, fire, air)
Some ideas for you if you are really stuck:  

· how cats got their tails

·  how the sun came into being
· How the earth became round (yes, it is round-- #science)

· Why a tornado/hurricane spins

· Why there are seasons 
· why the moon disappears once a month

· why giraffes have long necks

· why there is dew on the grass in the summer

· why dogs bark instead of chirp

· why penguins can't fly

· why trees grow vertically instead of horizontally

· why people have language and animals do not

The Story Spine 

Directions:  If you would like, use this as an outline for your creation myth.

	The exposition/introduction


	Once upon a time…



	The rising action (problem/conflict)


	But one day/but then…

	The consequences


	Because of that…

	The climax


	Until finally

	The Resolution


	Ever since then…

















