Frederick Douglass (1817?—1895)
Biography (424)

1. What practice did Douglass feel marked the barbarity and cruelty of the slave system?

2. Why was Douglass not certain about his age?

3. How did Douglass learn to read? 

4. How did Douglass achieve his freedom at the age of 21?

5. What was the name of Douglass’s newspaper that championed the abolition of slavery?

6. Through what means did Douglass believe was the best way to rehabilitate tragically scarred people?

From the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (426-430)

7. Douglass describes himself to someone who has just “escaped a wild den of beasts.” How is this simile ironic, given the time and place of the narrative?

8. Why do you think Master Thomas reacts the way he does? 

9. What do you think makes Douglass rebel at this particular moment in his life? What pretense does Mr. Covey try to maintain about the fight?

10. Why is Douglass’s battle with Covey so important to him?

11. Based on this selection, how would you characterize the young Douglass?

12. At the end of the selection, Douglass distinguishes between being a “slave in form” and a “slave in fact.” What is the difference as you see it?

