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Part I: After you read Hawthorne’s short story, answer the following questions. 

1. What is the mood at the start of the narrative and what seems to be the people’s attitude towards attending church on Sundays?
2. Initially, how does Mr. Hooper’s congregation respond to his black veil?
3. Why might Mr. Hooper be wearing a black veil? 
4. How does Mr. Hooper define “secret sin” (301)?
5. How does the congregation treat Mr. Hooper after his sermon? How does their attitude towards him change as the story progresses? 
6. Why doesn’t anyone directly ask Mr. Hooper why he wears the black veil?
7. Initially, what is Elizabeth’s reaction to Hooper’s veil? How does her view of the veil change by the end of the story?
8. What could the black veil symbolize? What statement about humanity is contained in the symbol of the veil? 
Part II: Hawthorne’s story has inspired numerous works of art, music, and other fiction. The following song was originally performed by the legendary Johnny Cash. It was later remade by Dave Matthews. After reading through the lyrics, choose one of the following performances to watch and then answer the questions that follow. 
· To see Johnny Cash’s version, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pALSKcWcVEk&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active 

· To see Dave Matthews’ version, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tA3RKUHhN5A&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active
“Long Black Veil” 
Ten years ago, on a cold, dark night
Someone was killed beneath the town hall light
There were few at the scene
But they all agreed
That the slayer who ran
Looked a lot like me

She walks these hills in a Long Black Veil
She visits my grave when the night winds wail
Nobody knows, nobody sees, nobody knows but me

The judge said, "Son, what is your alibi?
If you were somewhere else,
Then you won't have to die."
Well, I said not a word
Although it meant my life
For I had been in the arms
Of my best friend's wife

Now she walks these hills in a Long Black Veil
She visits my grave when the night winds wail
Nobody knows, nobody sees, nobody knows but me

Oh now, the scaffold was high
And eternity was near;
She stood in the crowd
And shed not a tear

But sometimes at night when the cold winds blow in a long black veil
she cries over my bones

She walks these hills in a Long Black Veil
She visits my grave when the night winds wail
Nobody knows, nobody sees, nobody knows but me

She walks these hills in a Long Black Veil
She visits my grave when the night winds wail
Nobody knows, nobody sees, nobody knows but me
Nobody knows, nobody sees, nobody knows but me

Nobody knows but me...

Nobody knows...
Nobody knows...
Nobody knows... but me.
1. In your own words, briefly summarize the story being told in the song. 
2. What is the mood of the song?

3. In what way is the story of the “Long Black Veil” similar to “The Minster’s Black Veil”? 

4. What gothic elements exist with “The Long Black Veil”? 

