Siddhartha Chapters 1-4 Questions & Journals
Chapter 1 - "The Brahmin's Son"

1.  Why is Siddhartha unhappy? Despite bringing joy and happiness to others, Siddhartha feels “joyless”, “unhappy,” and “restless”; he feels he has been taught all the teachers & books have to teach, and yet he still has unanswered questions-- “There must be another way worth seeking” (6)
2.  Why is his spirit like a "waiting vessel"? He has great intellect and curiosity—he is a good student and natural learner, very devoted—he is like an empty vessel waiting to be filled—they teach him everything and yet, “the vessel was not full, the intellect not satisfied, his soul was not at peace, his heart was not still” (5).
3.  Why is Govinda willing to follow him? Govinda loves everything about Siddhartha—most of all “his intellect, his fine ardent thoughts, his strong will, his high vocation” (4); Govinda realizes Siddhartha’s great potential and that he will not end up just another ordinary Brahmin; he may even end up “a God” or enter the “all-Radiant” (4)
4.  How are the Samanas described? “wandering ascetics, they were thin worn-out men, neither old nor young, with dusty and bleeding shoulders, practically naked, scorched by the sun, solitary, strange and hostile—lean jackals in the world of men” (9); They were full of “still passion” and lived lives of service
5.  How did Siddhartha convince his father? He literally stands at his bed, unmoving and not yielding until his father gives him his blessing—he is willing to suffer, starve, and even die to seek his father’s permission; “Siddhartha stood there, unmoving, his arms folded…” (10-11)
6.  Why didn't he just go? Because he has never and will never disobey his father; he wants to earn is blessing, his respect, his trust—not leave in anger or in opposition; “Siddhartha has always obeyed his father” (12)
7.  Why, do you suppose, Siddhartha's mother doesn't have more of a role in the decision? Because the women in Indian culture do not have a say or a voice—it is a man’s world, a patriarchal society
Words to know:
Ardent— (adj) zealous; shining, glowing
Vocation— (n) a divine call to the religious life
Ascetic—(adj/ noun) practicing strict self-denial as a measure of personal and especially spiritual discipline
Patriarchal—(adj) social organization marked by the supremacy of the father in the clan or family, the legal dependence of wives and children, and the reckoning of descent and inheritance in the male line
Journal # 1-- A Significant Childhood Memory
Think back to your earliest memories and select one that has had a significant impact on who you are as a person and, perhaps, who you may become in the future.  Your memory can be happy, sad, painful, exhilarating, or a mixture of different emotions.  We all experience highs, lows, and all the emotions in between.  These moments shape us into who we are.  Why is this memory important to you?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 2 - "With the Samanas"

1.  How does he act when he is with the Samanas? “the world tasted bitter. Life was pain.” (14); he practices self-denial
2.  What is his goal? To suffer to “”let the self die” to “become empty…experience the peace of an emptied heart”(14); basically, to free himself of all desire and attachment in order to reach enlightenment/ “the great secret” (14)
3.  What happens when he reaches that goal? Once the Samanas have taught him all they know and he has experienced all they have to give, he leaves them
4.  What frustrates Siddhartha? Even the oldest, wisest Samana, his teacher, has not reached enlightenment—he is still searching and he is at the end of his life
5. Complete the quote:  I could have learned more quickly and easily “in every inn in a prostitute’s quarter, amongst the carriers and dice players" (16) Explain this. Siddhartha explains to Govinda that the meditation they have learned only provides a temporary relief from suffering—just like people numb themselves with drugs or alcohol, or escape into pleasure—the feeling of relief and satisfaction is only temporary—when it wears off, suffering returns—“It is a temporary escape from Torment itself…” (17)
6.  According to Siddhartha, what can one learn?  Explain this.
“One can learn NOTHING” (19). To Siddhartha, learning is the enemy of knowledge…a paradox-- HOW CAN THIS BE TRUE??EXPLAIN
7.  Who is Gotama?  “ the Perfect one” the “Illustrious, the Buddha” (20)…”he had conquered in himself the sorrows of the world and had brought to a standstill the cycle of rebirth” (20);  he travels around with a group of followers and seems to have a “comforting, mild” and hopeful message for a “world that was sick” (21) What does the author think of him? Siddahrtha is not so sure—he doubts that Gotama will have anything new to teach: “I have become distrustful of teachings and learning and I have little faith in words that come to us from teachers…I believe in my heart we have already tasted the best fruit of it” (22-23); yet, he agrees to leave the Samanas and go with Govinda to Gotama
8.  What does Siddhartha do with the oldest Samana?  What does this feat show? He hypnotizes him while the oldest Samana is berating him for leaving; it shows he did learn something—that “his thoughts conquered the old Samana” (23)
9.  Two favorite quotes from the chapter (include who said it and the situation)


a.


b.

Journal #2-- A Person I Admire
 
Role models are people who help give us ideas of who we want to be.  Pick a person you admire and write about what makes this individual special. How does he or she inspire you?  Your subject can be someone you know or someone famous who you respect.


Chapter 3 - "Gotama"

1.  How is Gotama different from the Samanas? Gotama does not teach self-denial or deprivation as a means to end suffering; He carries himself differently—his whole manner speaks of peace while the Samanas live a life of suffering
“He seemed to be smiling gently inward”( 27). 
2.  How do they recognize him? He radiates peace; everything spoke of “ completeness, sought nothing, imitated nothing…complete peacefulness of demeanor…only light and peace” (27-28)
3.  Why does Govinda choose to join him? He listens to him preach the 8 Fold Path—he is enchanted and wishes to be near him, to “put an end to suffering” (29). 
4.  Why won't Siddhartha join him? He realizes that Gotama found peace and enlightenment, not by following a teacher there, but by finding it himself—he forged his own path and Siddartha must do the same; “May you travel this path to the end. May you find salvation… Tomorrow, Govinda, I will leave you…”(30). 
5.  According to Siddhartha, how will he find enlightenment? On his own, in his own time—not by following someone’s else’s practice or path—“You have done so by your own seeking, in your own way…you have learned nothing through teachings…and so I think, no one finds salvation through teachings”(33-34). 
6.  Gotama asks him if his, Gotama's, followers will also find enlightenment.  Siddhartha dodges this question but gives an answer.  What is his answer? Not likely—there is one “flaw” in Gotama’s teachings that Siddartha sees: Gotama cannot explain or even describe the moment of enlightenment to his followers—it is not something he can teach someone else to do—he can teach them to live more righteously, but he offers no answer to the “secret”—“the teachings of Buddha embrace much, teah much—how to live righteously, how to avoid evil…but it does not contain the secret of what he Illustirous One experienced himself…That is why I am going on my way—not to seek another or better doctrine, for I know there is none, but o leave all doctrines and all teachers and reach my goal alone—or die” (34). 
7.  What has the Buddha robbed from him?  What has HE given? He has robbed him of his best friend, Govinda; he has given him his “self”—“He has robbed me yet given me something of greater value…he has given to me Siddartha, myself” (36)
8.  Two favorite quotes from the chapter (include who said it and the situation)


a.


b.

Journal #3-- My Favorite Quality
 
This is not the time to be modest.  Tell what you like the most about yourself.  Your favorite feature can be a personality trait, a talent, or anything you associate with yourself.  Tell how this quality affects who you are and maybe even the world around you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4 - "Awakening"

1.  What does Siddhartha decide to study? Finding his self—he will study Siddhartha
2.  How is that the one field he has been ignorant in? Siddhartha—all of his study, devotion and practice has been devoted to religion—it has actually led him further from himself—to learn about his self, he must leave religion behind
3.  Why does he feel an "icy chill"? It is a recognition of how alone in the world he is—he cannot go home to his father, he cannot go back; he is part of no group, no attachments—he is entirely alone in the world
4.  He compares himself to a star.  How is that so? He is a solitary being—alone and isolated in the cosmos
5.  How is he different now? He has awakened—he is no longer looking backward, but forwards
6.  What is the "self"? the self is the soul—the essence—the absence of attachment 
7.  Why has it occupied Siddhartha so? Search for self—his whole life has been dedicated to religious observance and practice—breaking with religion
8.  When Siddhartha "awakes" from his dream, what does he see for the first time? His self—he is entirely alone in the world—without attachment 
9.  Two favorite quotes from the chapter (include who said it and the situation)


a.


b.
Journal #4-- My Greatest Challenge

 

Siddhartha learns that challenges are to be loved as much as joyous times, because challenges help guide us on our paths.  What has been a significant challenge in your life?  How has it shaped you into who you are?

