The Great Gatsby – questions and vocabulary
Answer the following questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES in your notes notebook. In order to receive full credit, you need to write down the page number each answer was found. You will need to answer these questions while you are reading the chapter. Answers will be due the day of the chapter discussions. 
Chapter 1
Vocabulary to know: 

Vacuous—adj—devoid of matter; empty
Olfactory—adj—relating to the sense of smell
Permeate—v—to spread or diffuse through
Scrutinize— v-- to examine closely for accuracy
Punctilious—adj—precise accordance to details 
1.) Who is the narrator? Where is he from? 

· Nick Carraway, from a well-to-do family in Chicago; family owns a hardware business/distribution company; attended Yale like his father before him (legacy)—graduates in 1915; drafted and serves during WWI; moves east to NYC in 1922 to learn the bond business (Wall Street); rents a cottage on West Egg (next to Gatsby) (Fitzgerald 7)
· Known to be a good listener—reserves judgment and therefore people open up to him and often tell him more than he cares to know (Fitzgerald 5)

2.) How does Nick know Daisy? Tom? 

·  Daisy is Nick’s second cousin once removed and he knows Tom from college (10)

· He spent 2 days with them in Chicago after the war, but other than that, they are practically strangers (10)

“I had no sight into Daisy’s heart but I felt that Tom would drift on forever seeking a little wistfully for the dramatic turbulence of some irrecoverable football game” (Fitzgerald 10)

3.) What is the name of the book Tom is reading? What does this show us about him?

· The Rise of the Colored Empires by Goddard— blames minorities for this shift and feels the white race is superior and must “beat down” the other races; feels there is scientific evidence to support white superiority; feels threatened; insecure; states he feels “pessimistic” about the future and sees his own power, wealth, and possible influence slipping away (17)

4.) Who is Jordan Baker?
· A friend of Daisy. As Nick describes, “She was a slender, small-breasted girl with an erect carriage which she accentuated by throwing her body backward at the shoulders like a young cadet” (15). This suggests wealth/class (posture) and discipline and/or athleticism (like a young cadet). 
· A famous golfer: Nick had “seen a picture of her somewhere before” (15) and she is “going to play in a tournament…over in Westchester” (23). Nick is also reminded of “an unpleasant story” (23) about her in a newspaper. 
5.) Who is Gatsby?
The only mention of Gatsby in Chapter 1 is in brief conversation. Jordan, upon learning Nick lives in West Egg, remarks, “You must know Gatsby.” Daisy then demands, “Gatsby? What Gatsby?” (15) The implication is that Gatsby is a local celebrity of sorts—well-known, maybe even infamous. Based on Daisy’s reaction, it is possible she knows or has at least heard of him. Nick doesn’t have a chance to say that Gatsby is, in fact, his neighbor (16) before Tom interrupts. 
The chapter ends with Nick returning home and seeing Gatsby, standing alone, surrounded by darkness, arm outstretched on his dock. Nick swears the hand is trembling. In the distance, he sees a green light at the end of a distant dock. (25-26)

Please prepare to discuss the following in class:
A. Why does Daisy say she hoped her daughter would be a beautiful fool?
There is an implication that if a girl is a fool she can be happy. Daisy explains that when the nurse informs her that she has given birth to a little girl, her first reaction is to weep. She then affirms, “the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool” (21). What does this say about Daisy’s own life and, in general, a woman’s place in 1920’s society?

B. What kind of relationship do Tom and Daisy have?
A strained one to say the least. He is having an affair (his mistress calls during dinner) and it appears to not be a secret to anyone, including Daisy. She remarks several times about being unhappy or discontent, or thinking everything is “terrible” (21). There is even a suggestion of abuse—she shows a bruised finger and blames Tom for it, accusing him of being a “great big hulking brute of a man” (16). This possible physical abuse is further substantiated by Nick’s description of Tom: 
“two shining arrogant eyes”

A body that leans “aggressively forward”

“an enormous power of body”

“a cruel body”

A speaking voice with “paternal contempt in it” (11)

Chapter 2
Vocabulary to know: 

Bantering

Crescendo

Nebulous

Succulent

Corroborate

1.) What and where is the “Valley of Ashes”? 
· “halfway between West Egg and NYC”: a trainstop in the middle of an industrial wasteland—ashes, houses, chimneys, smokestacks

· An old billboard looms over the town with “the eyes of Dr TJ Eckleberg—“blue and gigantic…they look out of no face but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles….” (27)

· “borough of Queens”—home of Tom Buchanan’s mistress (28)

2.) Who is George Wilson? What is his wife’s name?
· Tom’s mechanic-- “Repairs George B Wilson. Cars bought and Sold.” (29) In Tom’s words: “He (George) is so dumb he doesn’t know he’s alive” (30)

· George’s wife is Myrtle (Tom’s mistress)—mid thirties, faintly stout, sensuous, not particularly beautiful and yet Nick notices an “immediate vitality” and describes her as “smouldering” (30). 

3.) What is the relationship between Myrtle Wilson and Tom Buchanan?
· He seems to spoil her—has an apartment for her in NYC (upper west side $$$$$), provides her with servants, cooks, fancy clothes, and even buys her a dog on the way there (32). She talks of buying new dresses, a massage, a new hairstyle, and frivolous things for the apartment (40-41). 

4.) Does Nick feel comfortable at the party in the apartment?
No, but he can’t seem to leave either. He notes,  “I wanted to get out and walk eastward…I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life” (40)
5.) How does Myrtle’s nose end up broken?

Nick observes: “Sometime toward midnight Tom and Mrs. Wilson stood face to face discussing in impassioned voices whether or not she had any right to mention Daisy’s name. ‘Daisy!, Daisy!, Daisy!…I’ll say it whenever I want to! Daisy! Dai’--- Making a short deft movement Tom Buchanan broke her nose with his open hand” (41). 

Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. According to Catherine, Myrtle’s sister, why don’t Tom and Daisy Buchanan get a divorce? Is this the truth? If not, how/why did this rumor start?
· According to Myrtle’s sister Catherine: 

· “Neither of them can stand the person they are married to” (37)

· “If I was them, I’d get a divorce and get married to each other right away” (37)--- Why would Tom never do this?

· Discuss lie about Daisy being Catholic (38)

B. Why is it strange about the way Myrtle talks about the servants?
· Myrtle has great disdain for the servants at the apartment, complaining: “I told that boy about the ice.” Myrtle raised her eyebrows in despair at the shiftlessness of the lower orders. “These people! You have to keep after them all the time!”(36). Irony
Chapter 3
Vocabulary to know: 
Corrugated

Corpulent

Convivial

Innuendo

Sporadic

1.) Explain the invitation process for Gatsby’s parties.
“I was one of a few guests who had actually been invited. People were not invited—they went there.” (45)

2.) Give a minimum of 3 details about Gatsby’s parties.
· People come every weekend from NYC—party lasts all weekend

· Lots of alcohol

· Orchestra—jazz

· Dancing-- Charleston

· Guests include famous celebrities, politicians—who’s who of the rich and famous(44-50)

3.) Who is the “owl-eyed man” and what does he do while the party is going on?
· He searches the library to see if the books are real—doesn’t think Gatsby is a real person and is looking for evidence that it is all an elaborate cover (49-51)

4. Does Gatsby get involved in the festivities of his parties? Give examples in your answers.
· A butler “hurried toward him with information that Chicago was calling him on the wire. He excused himself…” (53)

· “my eyes fell on Gatsby, standing alone on the marble steps…” (54)

The fact that he was not drinking set him apart from his guests…” (54). 

5. What kind of rumors are there about Gatsby? Why are there so many rumors, in other words, why do people care so much?
From others: 

· Cousin of Kaiser Wilhelm

· Killed a man once

· A German spy during the war

from Gatsby himself :

· Third division—9th Machine gun battalion

· An Oxford Man (told to Jordan although she doesn’t believe him)
6. Explain the following quotation. Explain how it fits into Nick’s memory of Gatsby in the opening pages of the novel. 

When Nick first meets Gatsby he describes him in the following way: “He smiled understandingly—much more than understandingly. It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it, that you may come across four or five times in a life. It faced—or seemed to face—the whole external world for an instant, and then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favor. It understood you so far as you wanted to be understood, believed in you as you would like to believe in yourself and assured you that it had precisely the impression of you that, at your best, you hoped to convey” (52-53) his hopefulness; his belief in the future and of its possibilities
Chapter 4
Infinitesimal

Supercilious

Urbane

Strident

Probity

1. Who is known as “the boarder”?
· A man named Klipspringer (musical descendent of Beethoven) was there so often and so long that he had become known as the ‘boarder’—I doubt if he had any other home” (67)

2. Who is Meyer Wolfsheim?
· A “small, flat-nosed Jew with two fine growths of hair in either nostril…tiny eyes half in darkness” (73-74)

Gangster/notorious gambler:

· The old Metropole—sight of a murder

· “I understand you’re looking for a business negotiation”

· “I see you’re looking at my cuff buttons…finest specimens of human molars”
· “Meyer Wolfsheim?...he’s a gambler…He’s the man who fixed the World Series back in 1919” (78)

3. List 3 facts Gatsby provides about his background.
· “son of some wealthy people in the middle-west (San Francisco) —all dead now.”

· “Brought up in America but educated at Oxford… a family tradition….”

· “My family all died and I came into a good deal of money…lived like a rajah in all the capitals of the world—collecting jewels, hunting, painting… AND TRYING TO FORGET SOMETHING VERY SAD THAT HAPPENED TO ME LONG AGO” (68-70)

· “Then came the war… I tried very hard to die but I seemed to bear an enchanted life…” (70)
· Carries a war medal Major Jay Gatsby For Valour Extraordinary (71)
· Carries a picture of him at Oxford (71)

· “I didn’t want you to think I was just some nobody.” (71)

4. What do we learn about the history of Gatsby and Daisy?
· They met in Louisville 1917; Gatsby was a young lieutenant stationed at Camp Taylor— “They were so engrossed in each other…The officer looked at Daisy…in a way every young girl wants to be looked at sometime… His name was Jay Gatsby” (79-80)

· “wild rumors were circulating about (Daisy)—her mother had found her packing a bag one night to go to New York and say goodbye to a soldier going overseas…she was prevented and not on speaking terms with her family for several weeks”(80)

· Tom and Daisy’s wedding/ Tom’s cheating begins almost immediately—while on a honeymoon (82)

· “Gatsby bought that house so that Daisy would be just across the bay” (83)

5. What is interesting about Gatsby’s appraisal (opinion) of Jordan?
A great sportsman—she’s never do anything that wasn’t all right” (76)—he’s a bad judge of character? Or does he just want to see the good in everyone—hopeful? Optimistic or naïve?
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. Why does Gatsby call Nick “old sport”?
B. How do you think Nick feels when Tom comes over to talk with him while he is at lunch with Gatsby and Wolfsheim?
Chapter 5
Vocabulary to know: 

Subterfuge

Defunct

Jaunty

Effeminate

Contiguous

1.) Why does Gatsby want to have Nick’s lawn cut? 
· He has asked Nick to invite Daisy to tea so they can be reunited—he wants everything to look perfect for her
2.) Why does Gatsby say he’s going to go home right before the lunch at Nick’s?
· He is nervous and fears that Daisy isn’t coming—that she changed her mind—claims he can’t wait all day

3.) Why do they end up going to Gatsby’s house later? 
· Gatsby wants to show Daisy all his material possessions—he wants to see her in his house and gauge her reaction to his things

4.) What does Gatsby say about his wealth that contradicts what he had previously told Nick?
· He originally claimed to have inherited the money but later says it only took 3 years to acquire the wealth needed to buy his mansion of West Egg—he then states he had inherited it but lost it all in the “great panic” of the war (95)
5.) What does Gatsby throw in front of Daisy and Nick? What does this scene tell us about Gatsby (thing about material possessions)? 

· He throws all of his clothes—fine Italian silk shirts onto Daisy and Nick—it shows that Gatsby thinks his wealth, his material possessions, are the most important thing about him—that somehow, Daisy could love him and his lifestyle if she could just see how “refined” his life is—it is an act of desperation and shows just how much Gatsby misinterprets what can make Daisy happy (98)
· Daisy begins to cry as Gatsby showers her with shirts. When asked why, all she can manage is “I’ve never seen such lovely shirts” (98). What she is really thinking is how they have lost 5 years—she is not the beautiful little fool she wishes her daughter to be—Daisy gets the tragic turn of her reality
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. Why does Gatsby allow Klipspringer to stay at his house?
B. Thoroughly explain how Gatsby feels about Daisy. “

--“He never once cased looking at Daisy and I think he revalued everything in his house according to the measure of response it drew from her well-loved eyes” (97)
-- “His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one” (98)

-- “No amount of fire or freshness can challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart” (101)—suggests that the reality of Daisy can never quite live up to Gatsby’s dream of Daisy
Chapter 6
Vocabulary to know: 

Denizen

Interpose

Incredulity

Deft

Elude

1. What is Gatsby’s real history?  Where is he from and what is his name?
· James Gatz from North Dakota—son of shiftless and unsuccessful farmers

2. What did Dan Cody do for Gatsby?  What did Gatsby learn from him?
· Gatsby saves Dan Cody’s life and the billionaire takes him under his wing and takes him on as a “first mate” of sorts on his yacht; they travel the world together; Gatsby learns business, fine arts, languages during his time with Cody; Cody dies of a heart attack after years of heavy drinking (part of the reason Gatsby drinks so little) and intends to leave Gatsby 25,000$ although he never receives it (106-107)

3. What is Daisy’s opinion of Gatsby’s party?  How does this affect him?
· She doesn’t have a good time and appears to be disgusted by the scene of it—“but the rest offended her…she was appalled by West Egg…appalled by its raw vigor…she saw something awful in the very simplicity she failed to understand” (114)
4. How does Gatsby act when the visiting trio (including Tom Buchanan) comes to visit?  How do they act toward him? 

· Gatsby acts a bit aggressive—tells Tom he “knows his wife”
· Tom and the others act superior and pompous—they appear to have great distaste for Gatsby and his lifestyle—new money (108)

5. Why does Tom immediately sense that Gatsby is a bootlegger?
· He claims most new money types get their wealth quickly and in this fashion (114)

· Refers to his party and the people in it as a “menagerie” (114)—a zoo/circus

Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. What does Gatsby want from Daisy?
· He wants her to say she never loved Tom—to go back five years and marry him instead
· He wants to repeat the past—Nick warns him about the danger in asking too much from Daisy

Chapter 7  - Part 1
Vocabulary to know: 

Pungent

Levity

Peremptory

Retribution

Complacency

1. What has changed at Gatsby’s house? What reason does Gatsby give for these changes?
· “It was when the curiosity about Gatsby was at its highest that the lights in his house failed to go on one Saturday night…” (119)

· No more parties

· Fires all his servants and gets new ones—“the general opinion was that the new servants weren’t servants at all” (119-120)

Gatsby is paranoid and seeking privacy because of the affair—needs people who won’t gossip (120)
2. What does Gatsby decide he is going to do the day he goes to the Buchannan’s for lunch?
· That he and Daisy would reveal their love for each other—tell Tom about the affair

· “ ‘You always look so cool’… She had told him that she loved him and Tom Buchannan saw. He was astounded….He got up, his eyes still flashing between Daisy and his wife. No one moved.” (125)

3. Why does Gatsby look at Daisy’s daughter Pammy with surprise?
· “I don’t think he had ever really believed in its existence before” (123)—something about seeing the child makes Tom and Daisy’s history together all too real for Gatsby—Pammy is a product of their love and marriage—a piece of evidence that cannot be erased and does not fit into the vision he has for himself and Daisy
4. What reasons does George give for wanting to move away? 

· He believes Myrtle is having an affair with someone
5. Who is looking out the window above George’s garage? Why is he/she jealous?
· Myrtle—she thinks Jordan Baker is Daisy Buchanan
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. Why does Fitzgerald insert a wedding into the texture of this scene in the hotel room?
Chapter 7  - Part 2
Vocabulary to know: 

Benediction
Poignant

Sumptuous

Vestige

Gaudy

1. Why is Gatsby surprised when Daisy says, “I did love him [Tom] once - but I loved you too”?
· it doesn’t fit into his vision of their life together; in his mind, she has to tell Tom she never loved him
· Daisy exclaims, “You want too much! Isn’t it enough that I love you now? I did love him once but I loved you too. I can’t help what’s past” (141)

2. Who is killed? How is he/she killed? 

· Myrtle; hit by Gatsby’s car “Myrtle Wilson’s body lay wrapped in a blanket…” (148)
· Daisy was driving, not Gatsby. He admits to Nick, “I tried to swing the wheel… but of course I’ll say I was” (154)

3. Why does Tom say, “That yellow car I was driving this afternoon wasn’t mine---do you hear?  I haven’t seen it all afternoon”? What are his potential motives? 

· George initially thinks Tom killed Myrtle (Tom had been driving the yellow car in the afternoon); also an attempt to conceal his affair which could be seen as a motive; finally, a malicious attempt to frame Gatsby? Be rid of him forever? (150)
4. Whose birthday is it? How old is he/she turning? 

· Nick—30 “before me stretched the portentous menacing road of a new decade.” (145)
5. What is the tone/mood of the scene where Daisy and Tom ate at the kitchen table? 

· Eerily contented; they seem intimatelyclose and undisturbed by the night’s events; “They weren’t happy…but they weren’t unhappy either” (155)
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. Describe each person’s connection to the yellow car:

· Daisy

· Tom

· Myrtle
· Gatsby

Chapter 8
Erroneous

Implore

Languid

Libel

Asunder

1. How does Gatsby’s house seem to Nick during his visit? Like a tomb—closed off, empty, musty, and like it “hasn’t been aired out in weeks”
2. Why does Gatsby feel “married” to Daisy? He knew that when he fell in love, that when he kissed this girl, his destiny would be forever changed; that he was tied to her
3. What attracts Daisy to Tom Buchanan? Convenience—money and security
4. Why does Nick say, “They’re a rotten crowd…You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together”?  Tom and Daisy are not good people; the whole novel they have tried to make Gatsby feel like less than they are—lower class and not their equal; he is, in fact, better than them—he has a good heart, full of hope Why is it good that he chose this moment to say this to Gatsby? It is the last time Nick will see Gatsby alive
5. What ultimately happens to Gatsby?   He is shot by George Wilson What happens to George Wilson? He shoots himself
Differences from the film: NO ONE calls on the telephone





Nick fins Gatsby’s and Wilson’s bodies





Gatsby is floating on a mattress in the pool
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:

A. What is the significance of Doctor Eckleburg’s eyes? They are described by Wilson as “the eyes of God—God sees everything”
Chapter 9
Vocabulary to know: 

Saunter

Constrained

Fervent

Feign

Desolate

1. Why does Nick feel he is responsible for taking care of the situation? He knows no one else will
2. What is the father’s perception of his son and his son’s life? Henry Gatz is proud of Gatsby and what Gatsby has made of himself; “His grief was mixed with an overwhelming admiration”
3. Why isn’t Klipspringer going to attend the funeral? He has better things to do—other parties to attend
4. Why is it significant that the man with owl-eyed glasses is the only other person to come to Gatsby’s funeral? Because he never believed Gatsby was real—he spent every party searching for clues to disprove Gatsby’s existence; his final proof comes with Jay Gatsby’s body
5. Why does Nick say that Tom and Daisy are “careless people”? “They smash up things an people and then retreat back into their money…and let other people clean up the mess.”—They don’t seem to realize how hurtful their actions are—they are so self-absorbed that they fail to see or care about anyone else
Please prepare to discuss the following in class:
A. What is Gatsby’s dream?

B. What is the significance of the last line of the novel:  “so we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past”? HOPE—the idea that every day brings a new opportunity, a new possibility; if one works hard enough and believes in themselves, they can achieve greatness; life is working against us, but it’s the people who KEEP ROWING that get to the top—Gatsby’s vision of his future is based on HOPE and his belief in the AMERICAN DREAM
