Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes, and The American Dream

Background info/terms:
· Walt Whitman (1819-1892) NOT a Harlem Renaissance writer; often considered the “original American voice” he often wrote of the values that defined the American Dream: originality, perseverance, resilience, and hope
· Langston Hughes (1902-1967) Harlem Renaissance poet; largely influenced by Walt Whitman; broke with traditional poetic forms to write in free verse and dialect; like Whitman, his poems expressed the humanity of people regardless of their age, gender, race or social class; in his own words, his poetry was an attempt to “explain and illuminate the Negro condition in America”
[bookmark: _GoBack]For today’s readings, we will be using a method for analyzing poetry known as SOAPStone:
S—Speaker
O—occasion
A—Audience
P—purpose
S—subject
Tone—the attitude of the speaker

Step 1: Read “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman on page 352
Step 2: complete the SOAPStone for Whitman’s poem
S—Speaker: ________________________________________________________________________
O—occasion: _______________________________________________________________________
A—Audience: _______________________________________________________________________
P—purpose: ________________________________________________________________________
S—subject: _________________________________________________________________________
Tone—the attitude of the speaker:_______________, _________________, _____________________
Step 3: Read “I, Too” by Langston Hughes on page 733
Step 4: Complete SOAPStone for Hughes’ poem
S—Speaker: ________________________________________________________________________
O—occasion: _______________________________________________________________________
A—Audience: _______________________________________________________________________
P—purpose: ________________________________________________________________________
S—subject: _________________________________________________________________________
Tone—the attitude of the speaker:_______________, _________________, _____________________

Step 5: Based on the information above, your SOAPStone analysis, how are these poems both similar and different? 

Step 6: Draw conclusions: Do these men share a vision for the American Dream? What is that vision? What does America mean to each of them? 
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"I hear America Singing"
"I, Too"
