Directions: Using the class set of Julius Caesar, please complete the following readings and questions. The readings can be found AFTER the text of the play in the section labeled “connections” towards the back of the book. Please return the books to the table after you finish. We will begin reading the play together on Thursday. 

“Uses of Superstitions” 129-130
1. What was the Roman belief about their rulers?
2. Explain the belief surrounding animals and the practice of the haruspex. 
3. How did Roman generals make use of chickens before battle? 
4. What animals or natural phenomena were considered bad omens?  
5. Why did the Roman government see superstitions as beneficial to their rule? 
“Rule by the Rich” 131-132
1. Explain how Roman politics resembled a theatrical production. 
2. What happened in 509B.C. that changed the course of Roman politics?
3. Define a republic. 
4. What was the primary flaw of the new Roman Republic? How did senator and philosopher, Marcus Cicero, justify and defend this flaw? 
5. Explain how the United States’ version of the republic, or representative democracy, is different from the Roman model. 
6. What guiding principle did the Roman republic lack? 
“Aristotle’s View of Tragedy and the Tragic Hero” 137-139
1. Who was Aristotle?
2. According to Aristotle, what is the function of an effective tragedy?
3. Define catharsis. 
4. According to Aristotle, what is the criteria for a tragic hero? 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Define tragic flaw. 
