The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

	Author Notes

1. Stephen Crane was an American author and poet who was born on November 1, 1871, as the youngest of fourteen children. 

2.  By the time he was nine years old, both of his parents had passed on, and he was forced to support himself with his writings while he attended Lafayette College. 

3.  The Red Badge of Courage (1895) is Crane’s most famous work; two years later he published “War is Kind.”

4.   Crane died June 5, 1900, from tuberculosis, at the age of twenty-eight.


	Background (Civil War)

1. Approx 620, 000 men killed 
2. Robert E Lee—confederate general; US Grant general of Union forces
3. Jefferson Davis—President of the Confederacy; Lincoln President of Union
4. The majority of Confederate soldiers were slaves; majority of Union soldiers were immigrants
5. More soldiers died of disease than from actual combat
Bloodiest Battles of the Civil War

Total Lives Lost 

Gettysburg July 1–3, 1863 

46,000 

Chickamauga Sept. 19–20, 1863 
34,500 

*Chancellorsville May 1–4, 1863 
30,000 
*Historians and literary scholars believe RBC is based on the battle of Chancellorsville

	Style

1. Impressionism

technique where a writer emphasizes the emotion of the experience over the factual details

2. Irony (verbal, dramatic, situational)

Verbal—when the literal, stated words are opposite of the implied meaning; “sarcasm”
Dramatic—when the reader knows something the characters do not

Situational—when the outcome is opposite of what was expected; “plot twist”
3. Psychological realism

A type of novel that offers insight into the mind/psyche of the characters; examines WHY people respond the way they do

4. Third person Limited point of view
An objective point of view, that offers a glimpse into the mind of the main character only


	Vocabulary

Chapters 1-11

1. Banshee—a female spirit whose wailing signals the impending death of a loved one
2. Contrivance—something that is crafted skillfully to serve a particular purpose
3. Efface—to wipe out; to destroy completely
4. Impregnable—strong enough to resist attack; unconquerable
5. Kindred—a person’s relatives; a group related to family
6. Flounder—to struggle with stumbling emotions
Chapter 12-24

7. Thoroughfares—major road or highway
8. Pompously—displayed dignity or importance
9. Manuscript—an original text of an author’s work
10. Clamoring—shout loudly
11. Interminable-- endless
12. Dismayed—to cause distress
13. Exaltant—highly elated; jubilant; triumphant

14. Scrutinize—inspect critically

15. Ague—chill or fit of shivering 


